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Five small islands 
of Hokkaido

  Needless to say, Japan is a country that is surrounded by the sea. The mainland 

of Hokkaido is itself one big island. Hokkaido prefecture includes many other small 

islands in addition to the mainland, of which ýve are inhabited. From north to south 

these are Rebun, Rishiri, Yagishiri, Teuri and Okushiri. The islands of the northern ter-

ritories are excluded.

  For many people, staying on a small island is a valuable experience that is very out 

of the ordinary. If people hear the phrase ñstaying on a small islandò, it evokes feel-

ings of excitement, unless they are islanders themselves. As Yagishiri Island and Teuri 

Island are small, it only takes a few hours to walk round them (it is even quicker by bi-

cycle). Visitors get a sense of mystery when they return to the starting point only three 

hours after they began walking. Like the story ñAlice in Wonderlandò, they can enjoy 

the various faces of the island in a short time. 

  Summer is the best season to enjoy the islands of Hokkaido. It is good to enjoy na-

ture while rambling across an island. Activities such as swimming in the sea and sea 

kayaking are also highly recommended. Island-hopping in Hokkaido is very interesting.

A: Rebun Island
B: Rishiri Island
C: Yagishiri Island
D: Teuri Island
E: Okushiri Island



Rebun Island is located in the Sea of Japan, 60 kilometers to the west of Wakkanai. 
This is the northernmost island in Japan. Etorofu Island is north of Rebun Island, but 
is the subject of a territorial dispute between Japan and Russia. The population is 
about 3,000.

Alpine plants
 and Alpine ÿowers

  Since Rebun Island is a cold place, alpine plants 
can be found even at low altitudes. Even alpine 
plants and ÿowers that are usually only seen over 
1,500 meters above sea level can be found grow-
ing near the sea here. 
  What is also remarkable is the great variety 
of plants and the time these plants can be seen. 

About 300 kinds of alpine plants bloom one after 
another, from April to September. June and July 
are very good months to see ÿowers, and ÿower 
fans gather from all over Japan. 

  The Rebunatsumorisou (a family of or-
chid), an indigenous plant to Rebun Island, 
is particularly famous. At 490 meters, the 
highest mountain in Rebun Island is Mt. 
Rebundake. Because it is not too high, trekking 
is a popular activity. On the narrow paths, vari-
ous precious plants can be seen down by walk-
ersõ feet. However, as many of these plants are 
threatened with extinction, people must not touch 
them. Have fun by observing and taking pictures. 

Alpine plants are growing near the sea

Three highlights 
for each island

Strangely-shaped 
rocks

  Some strangely-shaped rocks such as Mo-
moiwa and Nekoiwa are famous tourist spots on 

A lookout point of Momoiwa




