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Yagishiri Island is located on the Sea of Japan, 25 kilometers to the west of Haboro

Harbor. The population is under 400.

Sheep

The center area of Yagishiri Island is covered in
pasture. This area consists of a few high hills, so
it is possible to see mainland Hokkaido and Teuri
Island. There is a town-managed stock farm.
Suffolk sheep are raised here. A road runs

- across the island and beside the pasture.
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When visitors come to the fence the sheep

approach in search of their feed.

The grass here absorbs salt that is blown in by
the wind from the sea. Since the sheep eat the
salty grass, it is said that the meat improves in
quality, becoming tender, with a less pungent

aroma.

Very friendly sheep

Forest

One-third of the area on Yagishiri Island is
covered with forest. Both broadleaf trees and co-
niferous trees grow thickly here. About 50 kinds
of trees such as mizunara (a family of Japanese
oak) and nanakamado (mountain ash) can be seen
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Visitors can enjoy a forest bath

on this island. At the place called Uguisu-dani
(meaning othe ravine of the bush warblerd), there
is forest that is so thick it is impossible to see the
sky over oneds head. The footpath is like a green
tunnel made of trees. Also, there is a suspension
bridge over the ravine at Uguisu-dani.

Although Yagishiri is a small island, there are
wonderful places to enjoy a forest bath. Bird-
watching is recommended, too. Visitors can walk
while listening to the birds singing.

Another tourism spot is Onko-no-sou (mean-
ing ohouse of yew treed). Usually, yew trees
grow to about 15 meters. But here, their height is
only about one meter. Instead, they spread their
branches widely over an area about 10 meters in
diameter. This appearance is caused by the pres-
sure of the strong wind. Yew trees like this are
rare even in Japan.

Rambling

Yagishiri Island is a small island, about 12 ki-
lometers in circumference. It is possible to walk






