
Useful Vocabulary
The words here are all used in this special feature. If you know these words, it 
will be helpful to talk about things related to the special feature this month.

English Communication Services
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     -Beginner, Intermediate, 
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*Wordsmith Document 
    Development Services
*Cooking in English

The English Communication Center
    - A JEP partner school -

Since 1995

www.ecs-sapporo.com
E-mail : djc@ecs-sapporo.com

スクール購読受付中！
英語学校、英会話スクール、
学習塾でテキスト等とし
て使用の際はスクール割引
にて購読いただけます。
詳しくは、
011-769-5017 までご連絡
下さい。

above sea level 海抜、標高

alpine 高山の

altitude 高度、標高

bill くちばし

bluff 絶壁

breakwater 防波堤

breeding area 繁殖地

bush warbler ウグイス

cape 岬

changeable 変わりやすい

chlorine 塩素

circumference 周囲、周辺の長さ

coniferous tree 針葉樹

counteract 対抗する、無効にする

cove 入り江

dig 掘る

dispute 争議

distinctive 特色のある

enthusiast 熱中している人

evoke 喚起する

extinction 絶滅

footpath 小道、歩道

hydrogen carbonate 炭酸水素塩

indigenous 土着の、固有の

lookout 眺望、見晴らし

masterpiece 傑作、名作

orchid ラン

pasture 牧草地、放牧場

permission 許可

pinnacle 峰、頂点

primeval 太古の、非常に古い

pungent 鼻を刺激する

ramble ぶらぶら歩く

ravine 峡谷

sea bathing 海水浴

snatch ひったくる

sodium ナトリウム

spruce トウヒ

Suffolk サフォーク種の

upside-down 逆さまの



Living Hints and Business Hints ƕJapan

 By DJ Chamberlain  

  I have long bemoaned the fact that bookstores in 
Sapporo donõt seem to stock much beyond text-
books and dictionaries. This is despite the fact 
that there are tens of thousands of people study-
ing English here and our fair city has the largest 
percentage of foreigners per capita of any city in 
Japan.  I was sure that all those people must be 
þnding something to read somewhere. I asked 
around to þnd out where everyone is getting their 
books.
  It seems that there are only three bookshops in 

the city that regularly stock a variety of English 
books; Asahi Shoten, Kinokuniya, and Junkudo. 

Review and Quiz 
Please check how many words you remember. The answers were used in the last 
special feature. (Even you have not read the last issue, these questions can be 
solved.)
1.  The scientific study of the sun, moon, stars, planets is (     ).
     a: biology   / b: astronomy   / c: geography   / d: philosophy 
2.  Galileo Galilei turned a (     ) to the night sky for the first time in 1609.
     a: telescope   / b: telegram   / c: telepathy   / d: telephone
3.  (     ) is the largest planet of the solar system.
     a: Moon   / b: Sun   / c: Saturn   / d: Jupiter
4.  A doorway or a gate is expressed as a (     ).
     a: portal   / b: portfolio   / c: portrait   / d: portion
5.  (     ) means a natural body in space that moves round a larger body.
     a: Satisfaction   / b: Sauce   / c: Satin   / d: Satellite
6.  To (     ) is to look long and steadily at somebody or something.
     a: gasp   / b: gaze   / c: gather   / d: gargle
7.  A strong desire to know or learn is (     ).
     a: cure   / b: curfew   / c: curiosity   / d: currency
8.  To (     ) is to increase or improve further the good quality, value or status.
     a: engage   / b: enjoy   / c: enhance   / d: ensure
9.  (     ) rays can cause the skin to go darker.
     a: Ultraviolet   / b: Ultramarine   / c: Ultraman   / d: Ultrasound
10.  A close or exact copy of something is a (     ).
     a: report   / b: repetition   / c: replica   / d: replicate
Answer  1.b / 2.a / 3.d / 4.a / 5.d / 6.b / 7.c / 8.c / 9.a / 10.c
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We enjoyed Merida.
There were Roman ruins everywhere.

  Merida turned out to be one of the highlights of 
our whole trip. It was compact enough to walk 
around comfortably. Several streets were pedes-
trianized, which meant that we could walk around 

easily. There were also Roman ruins everywhere.
  Many of the ruins had been excavated after 
being buried for centuries. Other ruins, such as 
the impressive aqueduct, had been restored in 

Living Hints ƕJapan

Other recommendations around Sapporo were the 
Bookoff stores which, Iõm told, sometimes have 
second-hand foreign books. Costco has a small 
selection of foreign books and a larger selection 
of international magazines. The books are aimed 
mainly at children or students and their magazine 
selection doesnõt match Junkudoõs. Some people 
recommended Coach and Four and some said it 
didnõt have anything. The store in Hitsujigaoka 
used to have quite a good selection but recently 

seems to have dumped everything apart 
from the odd text book or dictionary. I heard 
about another branch though, in Sumikawa, 
which might have a larger selection.

  The majority of the books in all of these stores 
were mass-market paperbacks. Junkudo and Ki-
nokuniya both stocked a wider ranger of non-
þction but even here couldnõt really cater to more 
esoteric tastes. For those with broader tastes in 
reading material the only choice was to go online.
       Amazon.co.jp was the store most often rec-
ommended because of its free Japanwide ship-

ping for orders over 1500 yen. It doesnõt 

really stock second-hand or rare books though. 
BetterWorldBooks.com & Powells.com are 
both fairly large secondhand bookstores in 
the States that do a fair bit of business online. 
ClearanceBooks.com has some rock-bottom 
prices on books but you might þnd that the post-
age will set you back more than the books them-
selves. AbeBooks.com and BookFinder.com are 
online bookstore search engines with members 
all over the world. For those who are only inter-
ested in magazines there is Mag-Mart.jp. The site 
is all in Japanese but it offers a wide selection of 
foreign language magazines.
  There are some second-hand bookshops in Ja-
pan that sell English books but most of them are 
down Tokyo way. InþnityBooksJapan.com is a 
used bookstore in Hiroshima. It has a searchable 
database online and reasonable postage to any-
where in Japan. A lot of other Japan-based book-
stores have sites showing where they are but not 
a lot of these are in English or have searchable 
databases of their books.

Useful vocabulary in this article / bemoan, esoteric, rock-bottom



parts. Still others, such as the town bridge, had 
always been in use. The townõs Temple of Diana 
had been incorporated into a wealthy merchantõs 
house for hundreds of years. In recent times the 
house part was demolished, and the temple re-
stored to its former glory.
  The town also boasts a hippodrome, a forum and 
roman villas and roads. Merida was an important 
crossroads garrison town in Roman times. It sup-
ported a large population of soldiers, artisans and 

merchants. 
  The museum contains many Roman artefacts 
and is well worth a visit. Huge mosaic ÿoors have 
been excavated and displayed on the museumõs 
walls. There is also a model of what the town 
looked like in Roman times.
  All too soon it was time to move on. We caught 
a bus to Ronda. Originally, we had planned to go 
directly to Granada to visit the famous Alhambra 
Palace. However, visits are so popular that they 
are restricted, and you have to buy a ticket 
for a certain day and time. The earliest day 
we could get tickets for meant that we had 
to wait longer than we expected. So we de-
cided to go to Ronda and chill out for a few days.
  Ronda was a beautiful little town and we were 
once again happy with our decision to go there. 
Our accommodation was convenient and cheap, 
and it was easy to relax there for a few days. 

Useful vocabulary in this article / aqueduct, hippodrome, garrison, artisan

By  Graeme Johnson
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DIY stories
ROOF PAINTING
  My roof needed painting. We bought our house 
on Waiheke Island many years ago and the roofõs 
colour had slowly faded.
  In New Zealand, most houses have roofs made 
of corrugated iron. In the harsh sun, paint gradu-
ally fades. Corrugated iron roofs would start to 
rust if they werenõt painted.
  My wife thought I was too old to do the job. 
Our house is two-storied. The highest point of the 

roof is about ten metres above the ground. She 
was worried in case I got tired and fell off. I per-
suaded her that I was able to manage, but I had to 
promise that this would be the last time I would 
paint a roof.
  Next, we had to decide on a colour. It had been 
blue, but we wanted a change. The house walls 
are tan, so we decided that a green roof would 
look good. But, which shade of green? We got 

Landscape from a bus to Merida


