
Cultural Information ƕJapan
This is an imaginary English conversation dialog.

 You can find some useful phrases in it!
By  Walter Griswold

Michael Jackson
  Walter Griswold 
is a musician in 
Sapporo. Also, he 
is  work ing  as  a  
composer of easy 
listening music. He 
performs at Gaja 
restaurant in Su-
sukino in Sapporo. 
I t  is  possib le to 
hold a show in your 
place.

For more information, 
please contact
Just English Press.

The ýrst album

The cafe

(This cafe is a place where the owner 

meets and talks to many different peo-

ple, about many different subjects. The own-

er is Alex, an American who lives in Japan. 

All opinions are ýctitious.)

Alex: Here is your cafe latte. I hope you enjoy it.
Customer: Thank you.
Alex: How is everything with you?
Customer: Things are about the same. Did you 
hear about Michael Jacksonõs new tour? He 
hasnõt done any shows in a long time.
Alex: Yes, itõs not unusual for older artists to start 
touring after long absences, but Iõm happy heõs 

working again.
Customer: What do you think of Michael Jack-
son now?
Alex: Well, I always liked his older material, es-
pecially the þrst two solo albums. I hope his new 
music will be full of that same warmth and en-
ergy he used to have.

some paint charts and had a good look. We asked 
friends for their opinions and discussed it for a 
long time. We þnally decided on a dark metallic 
shade. We were sure that it would look great.
  The þrst task was to wash down the existing 
paint. New paint would adhere better to a clean 
surface. So I borrowed a friendõs water blaster. 
I had to disconnect the water catchment system. 
We didnõt want a lot of dirty water entering our 
drinking water supply. I climbed the ladder onto 

the roof and started. The water under pres-
sure worked very well. I was able to þnish 
that part of the job fairly quickly. 
  The next morning I started to paint. I start-

ed early because the middle part of the day would 

be too hot for being on the roof. I painted steadily 
and the roof soon started to be transformed. It 
took about þve days to þnish one coat. The sec-
ond coat was much easier to apply, and within a 
fortnight the job was þnished. The roof looked 
great ð just like a new one!  

Useful vocabulary in this article / corrugated iron, harsh, blaster, catchment



Customer: What happened to him? How did he 
become so strange?
Alex: I donõt know, of course, but I think it was 
a product of his life in show business. He started 
performing at a very early age, you know. His 
father managed the Jackson 5, and apparently he 
worked them very hard. Maybe Michael went 
solo in order to get some freedom.
Customer: Hmm. You may be right.
Alex: I think he didnõt expect his þrst album òOff 
the Walló to be so successful, and then when 
òThrilleró came out, it really put him in a very 
high position. But I feel he deserved it, because 
those albums were really good.
Customer: What about the next album? How was 
it?
Alex: The next one was òBad,ó but I liked it 
too. It was a lot more 1980s-style, and by that 
time Michael had started to seem a bit strange to 
people. He had gotten some plastic surgery for 
his face, and he had done some odd things in his 
spare time that got into the newspapers.
Customer: Do you think it affected his popular-
ity?
Alex: Not at that time. He was already too popu-
lar to have trouble with a few small things, but 
his real troubles seemed to be in the 1990s, and 
since 2000 also.
Customer: I remember. We heard about it in Ja-
pan too, of course. But we didnõt really stop lik-
ing him. It seems like Americans turned on him 
around that time.
Alex: Itõs true. Many people had gotten tired of 
the media stories about him, and it seemed like 
he was trying to get peopleõs attention by doing 
strange things. But I donõt think itõs so simple.
Customer: Then why did he do those things?

Alex: Again, I donõt know. Certainly Michael 
didnõt have a regular life as a childñmaybe it af-
fected his idea of adulthood. Personally, I donõt 
think he did many of the things that people ac-
cused him of doing.
Customer: But everyone seemed so certain of it. 
. .
Alex: Sure, but at least some of those people 
wanted money from him. Maybe he just didnõt 
grow up like regular people do. Anyway, I think 
itõs none of my business.
Customer: I agree. I think even famous peo-
ple should have some privacy. We shouldnõt 
follow them around so much.
Alex: I think that people who follow famous 
peopleõs lives so carefully must have very bor-
ing lives. Iõm too busy to worry about what my 
favorite artists did todayñI just want to listen to 
their music or watch their movies.
Customer: Me too. . . so would you see Michael 
Jackson in concert now?
Alex: Iõd like to. I never had a chance to see him 
before, and he seems to be doing well in 
his current tour. I read that he sold out þfty 
shows in a row in England!
Customer: Thatõs amazing! I guess he must still 
be popular. Where is he performing?
Alex: Right now he has many shows lined up at 
Londonõs O2 arena. But I havenõt heard anything 
about any Japanese concerts.
Customer: I guess that, if he does well in Lon-
don, he might come here later. He has many fans 
in Japan, of course.
Alex: I hope he comes. I just wish Japanese con-
certs werenõt so expensive.
Customer: Are they? How much are concerts in 
America?



Alex: It depends on the place, but theyõre usually 
cheaper than tickets here. The last time I was in 
America, I got  a concert ticket for less than thirty 
dollars.
Customer: That is cheap! Whom did you see?
Alex: It was Sting. The show was really good.
Customer: I missed seeing the Policeõs reunion 

tour last year. I hope I can see them again in the 
future.
Alex: Me too. 
Customer: Anyway, I have to get back to work. 
Thank you for the coffee. (he pays Alex.)
Alex: Thank you too. Come back soon!

Useful vocabulary in this article / absence, warmth, deserve, plastic surgery

  
Business Hints ƕJapan

Useful vocabulary in this article / prominent, itinerary, authentic, delicacy

Hong Kong gourmets came to Taiwan
  A group of 40 gourmets from Hong Kong ar-
rived in Taiwan and they stayed for three days. 
The purpose was to have a food tour, and they 
tried a variety of local ÿavors. 
  The group led by prominent Hong Kong chef 
Chow Chung, made northern Taiwan the focus of 
their itinerary. This group was a kind of research 
group. Their reports would inÿuence on peopleõs 

idea in Hong Kong.
  These days, Taiwan has a lot of tourists from 
Hong Kong. The Hong Kong visitors got to taste 
authentic Taiwanese dishes during their tour, 
which costs HK$7,000 or NT$30,000 per person. 
  Seafood and some delicacies are quite popular 
for them. 
(1NT$ = about 3 yen)

Timeout Joke A captain and his assistant

Useful vocabulary in this article / disturb, enemy, bleed, stun

  A captain on his ship was disturbed by his as-
sistant. He told him, òSir! Sir! There are 5 enemy 
ships on the horizon.ó
  The captain told the man, òGet my red coat and 
prepare for battle!ó
  The assistant got his red coat and prepared for 
battle. After their victory, the assistant asked the 
captain why he had wanted his red coat.
  The captain told the assistant òIf I was shot you 

would not be able to tell I'm bleeding and you 
would keep þghting.ó 
  The assistant thought this was a great idea. The 
next day the assistant came to the captain, òSir! 
Sir! There are twenty enemy ships on the hori-
zon!ó
  The captain was stunned. He looked at the assis-
tant and told him "Get me my brown pants!" 




